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Unit Plan
Subject: Visual Arts 

Grade Level(s): 11-12 (can be modified for lower grade levels)
 
Duration: 6 class periods (50 minutes) 

Learning Objectives:
After this unit, students will be able to understand various methods used to 
create the illusion of Space within artworks.  

Students will be able to use materials and processes to create a diorama 
which pays homage to a masterwork.    

Significant Concepts:
Throughout time artists have developed various methods for creating both the 
illusion of space and actual space within their work.

Creativity is open-ended.

The arts enable learners to become problem-solvers and risk-takers.

Guiding Questions:
How can I create space?

In what extent is appropriation acceptable in the art world?

Assessment:
Formative

Students will observe, describe and analyze the use of Space.

Students will use associated art terminology appropriately.

Students will divide an image into foreground, middle ground, and background.

Students will use watercolors and colored pencils to recreate textural effects.

Summative

Students will create a diorama based on a masterwork.

Student will be able to present, explain, and evaluate their diorama.



Day 1 
Key Points:  Space, Foreground, Middle-ground, Background

Objective:  Students will be able to analyze the use of Space within famous works from 
throughout global art history.

 
Day 2: 
Key Points: Diorama, Foreground, Middle Ground, Background, Media, Appropriation
Objective: Students will be able to divide a famous work of art into layers 
(foreground, middle ground, background).

Days 3 & 4: 
Key Points: Background, Middle Ground, Foreground, Craftsmanship

Objective: Students will be able to re-create the layers of a famous work of art.

Day 5: 
Key Points: Assembly and craftsmanship

Objective: Students will be able to create actual space by completing their diorama 
version of a famous work of art.

Day 6: 
Key Points: Exchanging Feedback, Objective vs. Subjective

Objective: Students will be able to present and explain their diorama to the class.
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Day 1
Objective:
Students will be able to analyze the use of 
Space within famous works from throughout 
global art history.

Key Points:
Space, Foreground, Middle-ground, 
Background

Agenda: 
• First 5 minutes of class Do Now

• 25 minutes Guided Practice: Space/Art Analysis Presentation, guides        
students through new material and note-taking with a presentation.        
Students analyze a work of art as a whole group while being guided by 
teacher.

• 15 minutes: Independent Practice: Students use guiding questions to        
analyze their chosen work of art.

• 5 minutes Exit Slip

Do Now: (First 5 minutes)

Follow directions on the board to prepare 
a new page in your visual journal.

Homework: 
List the objects you see in the         
foreground, middle-ground, and back-
ground of your image.

Exit Ticket: (5 minutes)

Pair/Share Analysis:

• Students will discuss their written analysis with a peer and exchange     
feedback.



Objective:
Students will be able to divide a famous 
work of art into layers 
(foreground, middle ground, background).

Key Points:
Diorama, Foreground, Middle Ground, 
Background, Media, Appropriation

Agenda: 
• First 5 minutes of class Do Now

• 15 minutes Guided Practice: What is a diorama? What is Appropriation? 
Teacher guides students through project guidelines and new material with a 
presentation.  Teacher and students discuss project expectations as stu-
dents refer to the Rubric.  Teacher demonstrates how to complete media 
practice in visual journal. (model-think out loud)

• 25 minutes: Independent Practice: Students sketch each layer of their image 
and begin their media practice. Clean-up

• 5 minutes Exit Slip

Do Now: (First 5 minutes)

Follow directions on the board to prepare 
your page.

Homework: 
Finish your media practice.

Exit Ticket: (5 minutes)

Pair/Share Analysis:

• Students will discuss their successes and challenges with the media practice 
with a peer.
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Day 2
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Day 3
Objective:
Students will be able to re-create the 
layers of a famous work of art.

Key Points:
Background, Middle Ground, Foreground, 
Craftsmanship

Exit Ticket: (5 minutes)

Studio Production Log:

• Students will write a reflection on their studio work for the day.

Agenda: 
• First 5 minutes of class Do Now

• 5-10 minutes Guided Practice: Teacher models how to begin creating final 
layers. Review studio time expectations. 

• 30-35 minutes: Independent Practice:  Students follow guidelines to        
begin creating their final layers. Teacher actively monitors student work and      
provides one-on-one assistance.  Clean-Up

• 5 minutes Exit Slip

Do Now: (First 5 minutes)

Pick up a piece of watercolor paper.

Take out your visual journal and box.

Trace the box 3-4 times onto your paper.

Homework: 
Write an initial reflection about your 
diorama on your page.  3-5 sentences 
explaining your successes and 
challenges so far.



Objective:
Students will be able to re-create the 
layers of a famous work of art.

Key Points:
Background, Middle Ground, Foreground, 
Craftsmanship

Exit Ticket: (5 minutes)

Studio Production Log:

• Students will write a reflection on their studio work for the day.
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Day 4

Agenda: 
• First 5 minutes of class Do Now

• 5-10 minutes Guided Practice: Teacher models how to refine details on   
layers.  Review studio time expectations.

• 30-35 minutes: Independent Practice: Students follow guidelines to          
finish creating their final layers. Teacher actively monitors student work and      
provides one-on-one assistance.  Clean-Up

• 5 minutes Exit Slip

Do Now: (First 5 minutes)

Pick up your production log

Take out your studio work from yesterday 
and reflection.  

Write down 2 priorities for the day.

Homework: 
Finish your layers.
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Day 5
Objective:
Students will be able to create actual 
space by completing their diorama version 
of a famous work of art.

Key Points:
Assembly and craftsmanship

Exit Ticket: (5 minutes)

Studio Production Log:

• Students will write a reflection on their studio work for the day.

Agenda: 
• First 5 minutes of class Do Now

• 5-10 minutes Guided Practice: Teacher models how to cut and assemble 
diorama. Review studio time expectations. 

• 30-35 minutes: Independent Practice:  Students follow guidelines to cut 
and assemble their diorama. Teacher actively monitors student work and         
provides one-on-one assistance.  Clean-Up

• 5 minutes Exit Slip

Do Now: (First 5 minutes)

Pick up your production log

Take out your studio work from yesterday.

Write down your 2 priorities for the day.

Homework: 
Finish assembling your diorama.  

Write your final reflection.
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Day 6
Objective:
Students will be able to present and      
explain their diorama to the class.

Key Points:
Exchanging Feedback, Objective vs. 
Subjective

Assessment:

Students evaluate and orally present their work to class based on the rubric and  
project guidelines.

Agenda: 
• First 5 minutes of class Do Now

• 5 Guided Practice: Teacher models how to present diorama and exchange 
feedback, discuss objective vs. subjective feedback, practice giving specific 
and constructive comments.

• 40 minutes: Independent Practice:  Students follow the guidelines to         
individually present their work to the class and justify their self-evaluation.  
Students listen to each other ’s presentation and give specific and helpful 
oral feedback.  

Do Now: (First 5 minutes)

Pick up a rubric.

Take out your diorama.

Complete the self-check and peer-check.

Homework: 
Add a photo of your finished diorama to 
your visual journal.
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Space-An element of art that refers to the distance or area between, 
around, above, below, or within things. 

Perspective-The technique artists use to project an illusion of the 
three-dimensional world onto a two-dimensional surface.

Background-The part of a picture or scene that appears to be farthest 
away from the viewer.

Middleground-The part of an artwork that lies between the foreground 
(nearest to the viewer) and the background.

Foreground-The area of a picture or field of vision, often at the bottom, 
that appears to be closest to the viewer.

Diorama-A three-dimensional representation of a scene, either full-scaled 
or miniature.

Overlapping-When one thing lies over, partly covering something else.

Proportion-A principle of design, proportion refers to the comparative, 
proper, or harmonious relationship of one part to another or to the whole 
with respect to size, quantity, or degree; a ratio.

Scale-the dimensional relationship between a representation to that which 
it represents
Appropriation-To take possession of another ’s imagery, often without 
permission, reusing it in a context which differs from its original context. 
definitions from http://www.artlex.com 2014

Refer to these questions as you 
write your image analysis.

Why did you choose this image?

What is the artwork of?

What is in the background, middle 
ground and foreground? Why?

What is the intent? Is it meaningful?

What types of colors, shapes, lines, 
are used? Why?

Make stylistic observations.

Describe and analyze social and 
environmental influences

Describe and analyze their use of 
media

How will you make this?

How did they artist use the element 
of Space?
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Vocabulary

Analysis Questions



Refer to these questions as you write your initial reflection.

Describe the studio:
What will it be?
What is your main goal in creating this?

Describe your outlook:
How do you feel about starting this studio?
What challenges do you anticipate?
What successes do you anticipate?

Describe the media/technique of the studio:
What skills or techniques do you plan to use?
What media do you plan to use?
How will creating this studio help you to improve?

Refer to these questions as you write your final reflection.

Describe the studio:
Did you meet your goal?
Does it pay homage to the original?
If they original artist was alive today, what would they say about your 
work?Why?

Describe your experience:
How do you feel about your final work?
What was the main problem you had to solve while you were working? How 
did you try to solve the problem?
If you could travel back in time to re-create this project, what would you 
do differently? What changes and/or improvements would you make? Why?
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Initial Reflection

Final Reflection



Daily Exit Slip: Write short reflection for the day. (3+ sentences)  
Guiding Questions: What did you learn?  What did you do?  What will you do differently tomorrow?

Date__________________

Goal(s) or Priorities for the day:

Reflection:

Teacher comments /
stamp of approval

Date__________________
Goal(s) or Priorities for the day:

Reflection:

Teacher comments /
stamp of approval

Goal(s) or Priorities for the day:

Reflection:

Teacher comments /
stamp of approval

Studio Production Log



Page Check Name:________________________________

Formative Assessment (10 points per component)
Check your Diorama page with the list below.

Page Check
Formative Assessment (10 points per component)
Check your Diorama page with the list below.
Check your Diorama page with the list below.

The page… Self
Check

Peer
Check

Teacher 
Check

has the correct date.

has the correct  heading. 

all writing is in blue or black pen.

has a clear reference photos.

has all project and class notes.

has correct citation information for the reference.

has a 5-10 sentences of written analysis 
and planning.

has background, middleground, and foreground sketches. 
(20 points)

has media practice.

The page… Self
Check

Peer
Check

Teacher 
Check

has the correct date.

has the correct  heading. 

all writing is in blue or black pen.

has a clear reference photos.

has all project and class notes.

has correct citation information for the reference.

has a 5-10 sentences of written analysis 
and planning.

has background, middleground, and foreground sketches. 
(20 points)

has media practice.

        
Name:________________________________
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Sample Page 1
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Sample Page 2



Sample Page 3



Sample Page 4



DIY Matchbox printable  2”x1.5”x1.5”

1.  Cut along all black lines

2.  Score and Fold along 
    grey lines.

3.  Glue inside grey areas.

4.  Fold and fit outside wrap 
    to drawer before gluing.

5. Make Something Awesome!
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outside cover

inside drawer



Resources
Materials List:
images of famous artworks from textbook, cardstock or watercolor paper, 
glue sticks, colored pencils, scissors and/or exacto knives, boxes, watercol-
ors and/or watercolor pencils, brushes, cups, palettes/plates, water and 
napkins

Books:

• The A-Z of Art

• The Art Book

• Gardner ’s Art through the Ages

Presentation, Plans and Handouts:

The content associated with this project and daily assignments can be 
found at http://www.theimaginaryshop.com/education

Grade Level Adaptations:

The project can be adapted to suite any grade level.  The following are 
suggested adaptations.

• Select images to meet student technical abilities.

• Give younger classes less choices to allow for a more guided         
approach.

• Give higher level classes more freedom of choice to push independent 
thinking and production.

• Guide students through analysis based on their level of reading    
comprehension and writing.  For example, if all elementary students 
learn about one image or artist they can write a brief description of 
their work.  While, higher level students should be able write a more    
in-depth analysis.

• Adapt diorama size to student skill level.  For example, younger       
students might lack the fine motor coordination required to make a  
miniature diorama so they may use a shoe box.



Rubric
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Agenda
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1 hour 45 minutes

5 minutes: Do Now 

Participants enter conference room, pick up supplies and handouts.

10 minutes:  Lesson overview, 

How to access resources, format of lesson and handouts & best practices

Materials & budget

Differentiation Options, ideas, and price points

1 hour 10 minutes: Work time.

The teachers create a diorama using their choice of media 
(watercolor, colored pencils, or watercolor pencils) in the same manner 
students will.

5 minutes:  Clean-up and Self-Reflection

Teachers return reusable supplies and use projected guidelines to pre-
pare for critique

10 minutes: Critique

5-8  teachers present their work for 1 minute each and receive peer 
feedback.

5 minutes: Closing

Remind how to access resources. Final Clean-up

All presentation handouts and visual resources will be available for 
download from http://www.theimaginaryshop.com/education/



Expectations
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“Appropriation was the 

language of my generation 

in many ways. It came out 

of Duchamp, Warhol, Johns, 

and Lichtenstein.”

        - Deborah Kass

Your diorama must...
pay homage to a master work.

have at least 3 layers.

demonstrate a careful and effective 
use of your chosen media.

demonstrate your understanding of 
space.

Be planned and well documented in 
your sketchbook. 

Refer to Rubric for more

Student Work by Emily Tafolla 2014

Student Work by Carolina P. and  Samara T. 2014



Assembly
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1.  Trace your box 4-6 times on your paper. 2.  Draw and color each layer of your image.

3.  Add tabs to the sides of each layer.

4.  Cut out each layer.

5.  Fold tabs back.

6.  Use tabs to glue into your box.


